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The Circuit Rider Published October 16, 2013

Weekly Update for the Mississippi Conference of The United Methodist Church

Greetings! 
Welcome to your connection for up-to-the minute news and information from the Mississippi 
Conference. Featured in this newsletter are the latest announcements, dates to remember, celebration 
stories from across the conference and current employment opportunities. Our hope is for The Circuit 
Rider to become a tool for building the connection across the conference, strengthening our districts 
and local congregations as we go forth to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the 
world. Please e-mail your news and information for us to share with others around the conference to 
news@mississippi-umc.org.

Attention: 
POWER of We: Core Four Resources Available on Web Site
Go to http://www.mississippi-umc.org/pages/detail/1378?utm_source=Circuit+Rider+Newsletter+7-31-13&utm_campaign=7-31-
13+Circuit+Rider&utm_medium=email  to view or download.

2011 Conference Journal, Vol. 2 and 2012 Conference Journal, Vol. 1 Available on Web Site
Go to http://www.mississippi-umc.org/pages/detail/990  to view or download.

Luke18:1-8
New International Version (NIV)

The Parable of the Persistent Widow
18 Then Jesus told his disciples a parable to show them 
that they should always pray and not give up. 2 He said: 
“In a certain town there was a judge who neither feared 
God nor cared what people thought. 3 And there was a 
widow in that town who kept coming to him with the plea, ‘Grant me justice against my adversary.’

4 “For some time he refused. But finally he said to himself, ‘Even though I don’t fear God or care what people think, 5 yet because this 
widow keeps bothering me, I will see that she gets justice, so that she won’t eventually come and attack me!’”

6 And the Lord said, “Listen to what the unjust judge says. 7

 And will not God bring about justice for his chosen ones, who cry out to him day and night? Will he keep putting them off? 8 I tell you, 
he will see that they get justice, and quickly. However, when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on the earth?”
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And the Next Stop Is...  
Mark your calendars to attend events where Bishop James 
E. Swanson, Sr. will be visiting in the upcoming days.

• October 19 (Saturday)
Bishop Swanson will be the guest speaker at the Merid-
ian District United Methodist Women Conference taking 
place from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. This UMW event will 
be held at the Meridian District Office in Meridian, Mis-
sissippi. 

• October 20 (Sunday)
Bishop Swanson will be preaching at the following locations at the below listed times:
- 11:00 a.m. - Cornerstone United Methodist Church in Meridian, Mississippi 
- 6:00 p.m. - East Lauderdale Covenant Fall Praise and Worship at Lauderdale United Methodist Church in Lauderdale, Mississippi 

• October 22 (Tuesday) 
A Generosity Summit will take place at Oxford University United Methodist Church in Oxford, Mississippi and Bishop Swanson will 
deliver the message.

• October 23 (Wednesday) 
Wednesday night service at Kosciusko First United Methodist Church in Kosciusko, Mississippi will feature guest speaker, Bishop Swan-
son.  Service will begin at 6:30 p.m.

• October 25 (Friday) 
Anderson United Methodist Church in Jackson, Mississippi will host the 2013 Mississippi Conference Convocation on the Black 
Church.  Bishop Swanson will preach at 7:00 p.m.

Clergy Spouse A Family Affair
Mississippi Annual Conference Communications
The Reverend Doctors, Joey and Connie Shelton agree that a 
recent gathering of the Mississippi United Methodist clergy 
spouses was filled with anticipation and joy. The Shelton’s 
were the guest speakers for the two-day affair at the Pearl 
Holiday Inn at Trustmark on October 11-12, 2013. Together 
they planned their message for this group. The theme was “We Are 
Family.”

Joey, who is the senior pastor of Galloway UMC in Jackson shared 
that “We looked at Psalm 1 that we are like trees planted by streams 
of water which yields their fruit in its season. Through each season, 
we are called to care for our relationship with our spouse, others in 
ministry in our churches and God,” he added.

“Often, we forget we are to care for our relationship with ourselves. 
We are to love our neighbors as ourselves, yet we often do not have a 
deep sense to love ourselves in healthy ways,” added Connie, the direc-
tor of communications and connectional ministries for the Missis-
sippi Conference. She and Joey have been married 26 years. 

This past August marked 38 years of being a clergy spouse for Suzette 
May who called the Shelton’s message beautiful. “I like the way they 
play off each other—they made us laugh, and they gave us insight into 
family processes. Having a chance to talk to other clergy spouses you 
realize you are experiencing some of the same things,” said May.  

Left to Right: Suzette May, Joey Shelton, Connie Shelton 
and Rosia Jackson stop to take a picture during the clergy 
spouse retreat.
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Like May, Rosia Jackson, a clergy spouse of 33 years, has attended many of the spouse retreats. Her take away from this latest meeting is a 
message she’s held close to her heart. “When you go into churches or when you are moving, be true to yourself and be who you are and 
let God lead you.”  

GBHEM 2013 Scholarship Recipients Conference Report                 
Mississippi Annual Conference Communications
The General Board of Higher Education and Ministry (GBHEM)  is celebrating that the office of loans and scholarships 
will be awarding over 2,500 students a total of $5 million in award money for 2013. This was possible thanks to 
those supporting United Methodist Student Day, World Communion Sunday and Native American Sunday, all 
of which helped fund a portion of the loans and scholarships. The remaining funds for these awards come 
from gifts, annuities and endowments GBHEM has invested and administered for decades. 

To view a report of the Mississippi Conference GBHEM 2013 scholarship recipients, go to 
http://origin.library.constantcontact.com/download/get/file/1102747532396-1468/Copy+of+1314
MISSISSIPPICONFREPORT.pdf. 

Pastors will receive certificates for their congregants to acknowledge for United Methodist Student Day, November 24, 2013. For Student 
Day worship and promotion resources and how-to tips for applying for GBHEM loans and scholarships, go to  
http://www.mississippi-umc.org/pages/detail/1399.

The POWER of We funded in part by your apportioned  mission shares.

Mississippi UMC Clergy  
Women Schedule to Meet Again 
A recent gathering of clergy women from the Mississippi Conference of 
The United Methodist Church was well attended with approximately 60 
participants. The group met on October 1, 2013 at Crossgates UMC in 
Brandon. East Jackson district superintendent, Victoria White, helped plan 
the meeting. “It was a time of celebration of our journeys thus far and a 
time of looking forward to where we are called to go,” she said.

Joining the women was Bishop James E. Swanson, Sr., who according 
to White shared his joy and concerns of those present. “It was a time in 
which we realized anew the importance of relationships and being in one 
another’s presence.  The women shared their stories however, time did not 
allow everyone to be heard,” she said.  

The clergy women are planning to convene in spring 2014 for further dis-
cussions. The Mississippi Annual Conference has approximately 137 female 
clergy members serving churches and or extension ministries.

Homecoming               
From the Starkville District Newsletter 
On Friday October 4, at approximately 8:00 p.m., our daughter, Katelyn and I stepped onto the 
Starkville High School football field as a part of the 2013 homecoming celebration. As I looked 
at our lovely youngest child and tried not to step on her gown, I reflected on what homecomings 
mean to so many of us, especially in our churches.

A recent article in the Shaeffer’s Chapel U.M. Church newsletter offers some thoughts on church 
homecomings. I have included some of the article that their pastor, Curtis Bray, wrote as our 
“thought of the week.” 

Discussions from a 2013 meeting of Mississippi UM 
women clergy will pick up in the spring 2014.

Starkville district superintendent the Rev. Dr. Embra Jackson  
is pictured with his daughter Katelyn.
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“Webster’s Dictionary defines “home” as “the place where one lives” or “a place thought of as home or a place of origin. To “come” has many 
definitions, the most intriguing being, “to arrive or appear,” or “to be available” and “to recover consciousness.” Homecoming means all these 
things. It is a time of recovering a consciousness of this place where we find our life. It is being at ease with each other, and being available to 
one another in this place in which we have found a new beginning. For those who have been away, it is a time to “appear.”

Homecoming may remember the past, but it looks to the future. It is a time to share our hopes and desires with those who have been a 
part of our past. Visions of things to come are discussed in the midst of committing ourselves to growing in love, because we care and 
you count.

As you and your churches celebrate your homecomings, I pray that you will be as proud of your accomplishments as I was standing on 
the football field with my daughter. I also hope and pray that you will remember that because your church is on God’s team they will be 
victorious—”All who are victorious will inherit all these blessings, and I will be their God, and they will be my children”  
– Revelations 21:7

Couple Accused of Stealing  
$444,000 from Church               
United Methodists News Services (UMNS)
A former treasurer of The United Methodist Church of Manlius and her 
husband, have been indicted on charges of embezzling $444,000 from the 
church. Syracuse.com reported church officials said the endowment of the 
church—much of it from people who left the money in their wills—was 
wiped out. 

To read entire story, go to
http://www.syracuse.com/news/index.ssf/2013/10/manlius_church_trea-
surer_husband_indicted_on_charges_of_stealing_400000.html. 

Bonding for Missions 
By Cynthia Laird  
Senatobia District Communications Coordinator
Mission teams from Pleasant Hill UMC in Olive Branch 
and Glide UMC in San Francisco, California joined in 
Gulfport, Mississippi, September 29 through October 4, 
2013. They came together as the United Methodist Com-
mittee on Relief ’s (UMCOR) continued presence on the 
gulf coast to help people who have lost homes or whose homes were dam-
aged by Hurricane Katrina in 2005. Although the two churches have differ-
ences such as, location and size, (Pleasant Hill UMC having a membership of 

around 250 people and Glide UMC having 
a membership of about 11,000) they formed 
bonds working closely to share God’s love in 
offering help and restoring hope to victims 
of Katrina who are still suffering from the 
devastation. 

Immediately, the leadership skills and caring 
persona of the Reverend Theon Johnson, III, 
served as a unifying and strengthening force 
as the combined teams worked long days 
on the home restoration project. Johnson is part of the Mississippi United Methodist Conference, but 
when members of Glide UMC met him at Jackson State University, they requested that he be on loan 

The United Methodist Church of Manlius, New York

Members of the mission teams along with the 
home owner of the newly constructed home pre-
pare for the dedication service.

The Rev. Theon Johnson, III 
led the dedication service.



to Glide UMC as their associate pastor. This is not surprising since the dynamic ministry of Johnson has received national and interna-
tional attention.

The teams have bonded through a feeling of unity and purpose with Christian love. They are hoping to be assigned together next year 
on a Katrina relief project. Planning is currently underway to make this dream a reality. In serving others this year, team members say 
that they were the ones who received blessings and a very strong realization of what it is like to be part of God’s large diverse family.

St. Matthew’s UMC Raises $6,700 for Kids in Mississippi and Honduras   
St. Matthew’s United Methodist Church of Madison raised more than $6,700 for kids in 
need at its recent charity golf tournament.

The proceeds from the second annual tournament held in early September at the Can-
ton Country Club were divided between the Methodist Children’s Homes and the St. 
Matthew’s Honduras mission.

“St. Matthew’s is committed to missions here at home and in foreign nations,” said the 
Rev. Matthew Hall, associate pastor and tournament organizer, “We are excited to see this 
money put to work for kids in terms of food, clothing and shelter.”

The first gift of roughly $3,381 will contribute to the Methodist Children’s Homes gen-
eral fund. This fund is designed to provide essential needs for the children living there—
clothing, toiletries and food. 

Mike Duggar, president and CEO of the Methodist Children’s Homes, said the money 
will be an essential part of their operations.

“Through the generosity of St. Matthew’s Madison, we will be able to feed all of our 
young people in residential care for over two months, purchase clothing for over 14 of 
our new admissions for three months, or pay for travel expenses to all of our residential programs for three months. Thank you for put-
ting children first,” Duggar said.

Since 2007, St. Matthew’s has partnered with Salt & Light Ministries to send a mission team to Honduras.

“Funds raised by our charity golf tournament are vital to the continuation of our mission in Honduras,” said Peggy Phillips, St. Mat-
thew’s outreach chair.

This year the funds raised at the golf tournament went directly to help children in need through an onsite medical clinic (where 800-
plus patients received care), vitamins and basic medications for children and their families. The funds were also used toward the build-
ing of an orphanage.

“Our mission as a church is to share the life-changing love and grace of Jesus Christ. Part of that is providing for the ‘least of these’ in 
foreign nations,” Hall added. “This gift spreads far and wide in helping give children a better quality of life in Honduras.”

About St. Matthew’s UMC
Located at 7427 Old Canton Road across from the Madison airport, St. Matthew’s United Methodist Church exists to help its members 
and the communities grow in their love of Jesus Christ through worship, education, outreach and fellowship. The church’s mission is to 
be a family of faith reaching out to share the life-changing love and grace of Jesus. For more information, please call 601-856-9581 or 
visit http://www.stm-umc.org.

Alcorn Wesley Mid-term Worship       
The Alcorn State University Wesley Foundation of Alcorn State University welcomed Trent 
and Shellie Monk to the Wesley center Tuesday, October 8, 2013. They were there for REAL 
Talk, a weekly college night event held by the campus ministry. Students were entertained and 
engaged in worship during the event. The students stated, they were relaxed and felt more 
confident about their mid-term exams because of the performance by the Monks. The couple 
traveled from Nashville, Tennessee to be with the Wesley Foundation students and were re-
introduced to those students they met during statewide Wesley in February earlier this year.

The ASU Wesley Foundation is located one half mile from the main entrance of Alcorn State 
University. The ASU Wesley Foundation is under the leadership of Elder Vera Hall.  
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The Rev. Matthew Hall recently present-
ed a check for roughly $3,381 to Vernon 
King for the Methodist Children’s Homes.

Left to right: Elder Vera Hall,  
Shellie Monk and Trent Monk



Marvin UMC Featured  
on WJTV’s Faith and Focus       
Marvin United Methodist Church in Florence, Mississippi turned one 
of their recent Sunday services into community service event. The Jack-
son CBS affiliate, WJTV, captured the members in action for its Faith 
and Focus segment. On September 29, 2013 the church left the building 
to engage in multiple projects including feeding the hungry, cleaning 
and landscaping schools and parks, visiting at a local nursing home, 
worshipping and supporting the residents of Methodist Children’s 
Home, cleaning apartments of senior citizens, making blankets for the 
homeless and donating snack bags for parents of children hospitalized 
in Blair E. Batson Hospital for Children. Click here to view a clip of that 
television broadcast, “The Church Has Left the Building.”   

Outdoor Tabernacle: Crusade for Christ        
Mt. Nebo and Pleasant Grove (Pontotoc) United Methodist hosted an Outdoor Tabernacle: Cru-
sade for Christ on September 29, 2013. The Outdoor Tabernacle allowed the members to use the 
“Rethink Church” approach to help spread the Gospel to the unchurched and churched people in 
the community through mission and outreach. Sermonettes were delivered by Ethel Parker, pastor; 
Ronnie Ball, lay servant and the Rev. Darren Fowler. This event was filled with faith sharing, spiri-
tual encouragement and fellowship.   

Charleston United Methodist Church 
Celebrates One of Their Own        
The Charleston United Methodist Church is happy to announce that Maura Mc-
Intosh Field, daughter of the Rev. David and Rosemary McIntosh of Madison, will 
present a concert at the church on Sunday, October, 27 at 2:30 p.m. The public is 
invited and welcomed to attend.

McIntosh Field became a singer/songwriter while a student at Meridian High 
School and continued on until she graduated from Millsaps College.  While in 
college, Field began recording in studios in Mississippi such as Malaco in Jackson, 
Taproot in Oxford and Reflections in Nashville. 

She taught Kindergarten through second grade public school music for many 
years in Pontotoc City School district.  Three years ago, she began a full-time music 
ministry and now travels to sing and share her faith in church settings, women’s events, retreats, revivals, family and children events and 
early elementary schools.

Her songs are a collection of originals and familiar old hymns that tell of her journey as she seeks God’s direction and experiences His 
love. Field is well known in this area for her involvement in the Walk to Emmaus weekends.  She is in great demand as a singer and 
guitarist.

 A love offering will be received as this is now life work for Field.  Please come and be prepared to be blessed by her music and testimony 
and support her work of love for the Lord. 
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A small church group held an outdoor service to  
align with the mission of Rethink Church.

Maura McIntosh, Courtesy  
“Metro Christian Living Magazine”



First United Methodist 
Church Fall Festival 
October 19, 2013               
The First United Methodist Church in Pearl, located 226 
S. Pearson Road, will have their annual fall festival Satur-
day, October 19, at 10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. with entertain-
ment throughout the day. There will also be a hamburger 
lunch, plus games and activities for children. A huge 
rummage sale will begin that morning at 7:00 a.m. and the evening before on Friday, October 18 at 6:30 p.m. This will be a fun two-day 
gathering for the church and community. The Rev. Kelly Pope is the pastor. 

Walden Chapel UMC Celebrates 146 Years   
October 20, 2013 
On Sunday, October 20, Walden Chapel United Methodist Church will celebrate 146 years of worshipping God and celebrating His 
grace at 308 Franklin Road in Goodman, Mississippi. The church will be remembering God’s blessings on the congregation over the 
years, reconnecting with former members, family and friends and recommitting to discipleship, while looking forward to what God has 
for their future. The speaker for this occasion is the Rev. Ozell Landfair, Jr. Those with a former connection with Walden Chapel or who 
would like to celebrate with Walden Chapel are invited to come out Sunday, October 20, starting at 9:30 a.m. with Sunday school and 
11:00 a.m. worship. A fellowship meal will be served following worship. 

Haven Chapel UMC Heaven and Hell Party  
October 20, 2013             
Haven Chapel UMC, located at 1302 20th Avenue Meridian, Mississippi, invites the public to a “Heaven and Hell Party.” For more infor-
mation call 601-485-4092.   

Seven Springs United Methodist Women Annual Women’s Day Program
October 20, 2013 
Everyone is invited to join the Seven Springs United Methodist Women during their annual women’s day program. The celebration is 
Sunday, October 20, 2013 at 3:00 p.m. The theme is “Women Making Their Presence Known Without Saying a Word.” The scriptures 
will come from Mark 5:27-34 and Luke 10:38-42. The guest speaker will be Kimberly Davenport of the Rock Star M.B. Church in Bran-
don, Mississippi. Seven Springs United Methodist Church is located at 4668 Seven Springs Road, Raymond, Mississippi. Robert Cook is 
the pastor. 

Still Time to Register Online or Call to Attend  
The Convocation on the Black Church
October 25-26, 2013
Notice: This event will occur as planned on the date listed above. Please disregard 
any communication that it has been cancelled.  

The Mississippi Conference of The United Methodist Church presents the 2013 Con-
vocation on the Black Church. This event is specifically designed to meet challenges 
of African American churches—but beneficial to all churches—ALL churches are 
welcome! Make plans for an evening of worship and praise beginning at 7:00 p.m. 
Friday, October 25, 2013 at Anderson United Methodist Church 6205 Hanging Moss 
Road in Jackson, Mississippi. 

On Saturday, October 26, 2013, prepare for a day of studying to show ourselves approved. This begins at 8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m. at Clyde 
Muse Center on the Rankin Campus of Hinds Community College located at 515 Country Place Parkway in Pearl, Mississippi. To regis-
ter, visit http://mississippiumcconvocation2013-es2.eventbrite.com/, or to register by phone, call 601-201-7648.
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October 25 and 26, 2013



Middlebrook UMC Annual Women’s Day Program          
October 27, 2013             
The public is invited to the Middlebrook United Methodist Women’s Day Program for fellowship and spiritual growth. Middlebrook 
UMC is located at 115 Maddox Road, in Jackson, Mississippi. The service time is 2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. The guest speaker will be minis-
ter Marilyn Solloa-Spann. The theme is “Women of Faith Serving the Church, the Community and the World.”

Ski Lake Junaluska 2014   
January 31-February 2, 2014          
Lake Junaluska youth events is proud to present Ski Lake Junaluska, January 31-February 2, 2014. This weekend in North Carolina, 
includes two nights of worship, lodging, meals and of course skiing or snowboarding. Worship will be led by guest speaker, Lane Davis 
and worship band, Bestowed will be performing.

This year’s theme is “Do Not Worry.” Youth will focus on the inspiring verse from Matthew 6:34 (The Message): “Give your entire atten-
tion to what God is doing right now, and don’t get worked up about what may or may not happen tomorrow. God will help you deal 
with whatever hard things come up when the time comes.”

Registration for Ski Lake Junaluska is now open. Visit www.lakejunaluska.com/ski or call 800-222-4930 for more information.

Non-program ski packages, including early, midweek and late ski are also available throughout the entire winter season. This is perfect 
for families, college groups and adult groups who seek a beautiful and convenient place to have their ski or snowboarding adventure this 
year.

Announcements:
Need to Strengthen or Start A Ministry? 
Apply for Missions Grants  

The Rev. Eric Sanford, chair of the Mississippi Conference Connectional Min-
istries Grants Committee, announces that now is the time to apply for Missions 
Grants. The grants are “matching grants” (up to $2,500), and are available to 
United Methodist churches and United Methodist-sponsored or related agencies. 
They are awarded to help strengthen existing and/or establish new ministries to 
make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world here in Mis-
sissippi. Applications for the 2013 Missions Grants must be delivered either in 
person or by mail to the Office of Connectional Ministries, 320-C Briarwood 
Drive, Jackson, MS 39206, by October 31, 2013. Applications received after 
this date, or received by another form (fax, email, etc.) will not be considered for grants this year. Also, those who received 2012 
grants, but did not file their reports for last year will not be eligible. For further application information, visit the Mississippi 
Conference website,  www.mississippi-umc.org. 
 

Annual Conference 2014     
June 6-8, 2014
Bishop James E. Swanson, Sr., has announced that the 2014 session of the Mississippi Annual Conference will be held on June 6-8 
at the Jackson Convention Complex.
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Please continue to pray for Bishop James E. Swan-
son, Sr., who is scheduled to have surgery for prostate 
cancer November 12. Those who wish to send well-
wishes to the bishop may send them by mail to: Mis-
sissippi Area of The United Methodist Church, 320-E 
Briarwood Drive, Jackson, MS 39206, or by email to: 
PrayersforBishopSwanson@gmail.com, or post com-
ments to Bishop Swanson’s Facebook page, https://
www.facebook.com/BishopJamesESwansonSr. 

Lester Jones, brother of the Rev. Susie Jones (RE) passed away on October 8.  Please remember Jones and her family during this 
time of loss.

Following are arrangements for the homegoing celebration for the Rev. George Price, former pastor of St. John UMC and En-
terprise Circuit. The wake is Friday, October 18, 2013, 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., at Magnolia United Methodist on Hwy 513, west of 
I-59. The funeral service will be Saturday, October 19, 2013 at 11:00 a.m. at Family Life Church of Quitman.

Please be in prayer for Melissa Prewitt, granddaughter of surviving spouse, China Prewitt. Melissa was recently reported to be 
under care of the North Mississippi Medical Center.

Prayers are need for the retired Rev. Henry & Mrs. Effie Clay of the West Jackson district.  The Rev. Clay is in Manhattan Nursing 
Home in Jackson, while Effie resides in apartment housing in Ridgeland.  Please keep the Clay family in your prayers.  

Funeral services for the Rev. Ed Hightower (retired from the West Jackson district) were held on Monday, October 14, at Vicksburg 
Gibson Memorial.  The burial took place at Rose Hill Cemetery, Meridian. Please keep the Hightower family in your thoughts and 
prayers.

Employment Opportunities
• Church Secretary/Treasurer - Crystal Springs UMC
Crystal Springs UMC has an opening for a Church Secretary/Treasurer whose principal function will be to perform the clerical 
and financial duties necessary to the operation of the church. Applicants must have a high school diploma or GED (prefer a BS/ 
BA degree in a related field) must possess the necessary skills in computer software, including current financial software, have 
good communication and time management skills, and be able to be bonded. At least two (2) years’ experience is preferred. Ben- 
efits and salary will be dependent upon experience/education. CSUMC is an ‘at will’ employer. Resumes, postmarked no later 
than November 1, 2013, should be sent to the attention of Hugh Webb, PPRC Chairperson, at 306 W. Georgetown St., Crystal 
Springs, MS 39059.

• Program Director - Camp Lake Stephens 
Camp Lake Stephens, a United Methodist Camp and Retreat Center in Oxford, Mississippi is seeking to hire a program director. 
This position is a full time position with competitive salary, insurance, benefits and on-site housing is provided.
An understanding of The United Methodist Church and its structure, experience in both summer camp and retreat ministry and 
a certification in Camping and Retreat Ministry is preferred (willingness to pursue this certification is acceptable). An ideal candi- 
date has a Master of Divinity or commensurate theological education and experience. A willingness to creatively lead and sustain 
a year-round program including retreats for children, youth, ministers and older adults is a must. The program director’s duty 
will also include: hiring and training of 50+ summer staff, maintaining and creating summer schedules and assisting in following 
American Camp Association accreditation guidelines.
All interested applicants can send a resume and letter of interest to Camp Lake Stephens executive director, Darrell Whitaker at 
Darrell@camplakestephens.com. Applications received by November 15 will be given priority.

• Coordinator of Congregational Development, New York Annual Conference
The New York Annual Conference is seeking a coordinator of congregational development and revitalization (CCDR) to provide 
visionary leadership in implementing strategies for planting new faith communities and revitalizing existing congregations. As 
a member of the extended cabinet, the CCDR will work with congregations in the annual conference as well as parish develop- 
ment, the bishop and the cabinet. Base salary is $65-75,000, depending upon experience. The compensation package includes a 
housing allowance, full benefits and a reimbursement account. Start date is January 6, 2014.
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The ideal candidate will have a master’s degree and 10 years of experience in congregational development. To apply, email a cover 
letter and resume to “CCDR Search Committee” at jobs@nyac-umc.com. Please do not call the conference office about this posi- 
tion.
Candidates without relevant congregational development experience or who do not submit both a cover letter and resume will 
not be considered. The deadline for applications is October 31, 2013. A detailed job description is listed below and is also at- 
tached to this email.
Job Title: Coordinator of Congregational Development and Revitalization  
Department/Area: Connectional Ministries  
Reports to: Director of Connectional Ministries 
Direct Reports: None
Classification: Regular Full-Time Exempt  
Summary: The coordinator of congregational development/revitalization provides visionary leadership in developing systems 
and implementing strategies for revitalizing existing congregations and starting new faith communities. As a member of the 
extended cabinet, the CCDR works closely with all congregations within the annual conference as well as parish development, the 
bishop and the cabinet.
Principal Duties or Tasks:
• Develop an intentional strategy for new church starts (using “Vision Bearers” and “PATH 1” programs) and offer creative re- 
sourcing for these starts. 
• Focuses on increasing the number of vital congregations that are effective in making disciples of Jesus Christ, utilizing programs 
such as “Vital Congregations/Incubator Training” and “Rethink Church.” 
• Works with the bishop and cabinet to identify churches that should be targeted for growth, merger or closing. 
• Works with parish development, cabinet and bishop in assessing locations for new ministry and possible areas of cooperation 
and shared ministry.
• Provides leadership, cross-communication and identifies/positions resources for congregational development and revitalization. 
• Designs and facilitates workshops for local churches to foster revitalization and growth. 
• Champions a culture of welcome and inclusiveness throughout the annual conference. 
• Provides assessment tools, analysis and interpretation of results for local church revitalization.
• Identifies, recruits and trains facilitators to work with local churches and pastors to foster organizational health, vitality, and 
growth. 
• Leads efforts to help develop faith communities with emerging populations.
• Stays connected with the United Methodist network of Congregational Developers and keeps abreast of workshops offered, etc.
Qualifications:
• Master’s degree in theology/divinity (or equivalent field) preferred with at least 10 years of related experience and/or training
• Seasoned, experience-based knowledge of new faith community development. 
• Ability to create and oversee organizational systems capable of implementing vision-based plans and practices. 
• Experience in entrepreneurial leadership.
• Ability to identify and mentor effective organizational leaders. 
• Knowledge of and personal commitment to the advancement of diversity (culture, race, ethnicity, gender, theology, etc.).
• Skill in organizational effectiveness 
• Ability to build and lead teams. 
• Skill in using Microsoft Office products, especially Word, Excel, Access and Outlook. 
• Strong written and oral communication skills 
• Knowledge of and ability to utilize the latest communication technologies. 
• Skill in public speaking and ability to deliver effective presentations to diverse audiences 
• Willingness to work weekend and evening hours as needed; willingness and ability to travel by car as necessary to locations 
throughout the NYAC service area.  
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Swiss Cheese Broccoli    
1 pound broccoli, coarsely chopped
3 tablespoons of butter
2 tablespoons all-purpose flour
3 tablespoons chopped onion
1 ¼ cups milk
2 cups shredded natural Swiss cheese
2 eggs, beaten
Grease a 6x10-inch baking dish.  Cook broccoli until tender; drain and set aside.  Meanwhile, over medium heat, melt 
butter; stir in flour and 1 ½ teaspoons salt until smooth.  Add onion and cook one minute.  Preheat oven to 325 degrees.  
Slowly stir in milk; cook, stirring constantly, until mixture thickens and begins to boil. Remove from heat.  Stir in cheese 
and broccoli until cheese melts slightly; stir in eggs. Pour into baking dish; bake 30 minutes, or until firm to the touch.

– Julie McKeown, “Loaves and Fishes” 
from St. Paul UMC in Ocean Springs, Mississippi

 Submit to The Circuit Rider by Noon Each Monday
The Conference communication team looks forward to getting your stories and events for the next 
issue of The Circuit Rider, but the details are needed no later than noon each Monday the day before 
distribution on Wednesday.

There’s no guarantee that items received after the noon cut off will make the following Circuit Rider, 
so share your happenings soon. Send to: news@mississippi-umc.org.

Thanks in advance for helping tell the Mississippi United Methodist story!

Follow the Conference on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Mississippi-United-
Methodist-Conference/436491529732524 and on Twitter at https://twitter.com/Mississippi_UMC.

Stay Connected with ConnecTText

Mississippi United Methodists with the ability to receive text messaging via phone are encouraged to sign up for ConnecTText.  
The service is another option for people to stay informed about important dates and other Conference happenings. 

To sign up for ConnecTText:
1. Remember, you must have the ability to get text messages on your phone.
2. From your mobile phone, text the letters UMC to the number 601-721-4468 and press send.
3. Wait a few seconds for a confirmation text and you’re connected!
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